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PATCH
IN BRIEF
Thank You
A big thank you to the
Maranatha Volunteers
who are remodeling a
large house at the Ranch.
Because of their hard
work and dedication,
we will have three more
staff apartments.

Good Work
Kudos to our kids and
staff who worked hard
prepping for the house
remodel – everything
from breaking up
concrete to hauling
away bricks.

Ranch Sitings
The white head of a Bald
eagle poking above its
nest; boys (old & young)
outfitted for the annual
fly fishing trip; turkey
vultures on fence posts
along the driveway;
laughing, mud-covered
girls after a slippery
soccer game on a soggy
field; a trumpeter swan
paddling in the pond
with the Canadian
geese; boys in flowery
aprons on kitchen duty;
girls eagerly sharing
their favorite Bible verse
in evening worship.

Passion Play
Marge Van Dyk, girl’s
dorm director, and
Anthony Thompson,
chaplain, took several of
our girls to the Passion
Play in Nampa.

works!
Working Things Out with Dad

My dad left the house when I was nine because he
had found someone else. At first I pretended that it
didn’t affect me, when in reality it did. I became very
angry with my dad for what he had done and didn’t
want much to do with him. I started hanging out with
kids in my neighborhood where I learned about drugs,
alcohol and gangs at an early age. I was constantly
getting suspended for fighting and telling off teachers.

As I got older I forgave my dad and I started seeing
him on the weekends. I would tell friends how cool he
was because he would talk about how he had three
girlfriends and stuff. In reality, my dad was just a
womanizer. He would often make comments about other
women walking down the street and I would agree with

it all. My mom had finally had enough of my behavior and decided that it would be
better to move from California to Idaho.

My dad and I were not too happy about this because it meant we wouldn’t be able
to see each other as much. This created more anger in my life and I started hating my
mom. My life in Idaho didn’t change much from my life in California. Halfway
through the year I got expelled from Gem State Academy and I made plans to move
in with my dad, but because of my behavior, it didn’t work out.

I came to PATCH with a very high image of my dad and a very low image of my
mom. In reality, my dad had not even been a big part of my life for the past five years.
He never came to visit me in Idaho and only called once in a while.

My counselor gave me an assignment called “solve the mystery” so that I could see
why I was doing what I was doing. I discovered the reasons I was selling out to
friends for acceptance was because I didn’t feel acceptance from my mom or dad. My
dad had never really been there for me, so I would go to someone who would be
there for me, or to people that at least I thought were friends.

My counselor and I decided to do a series of tests to see how badly my dad wanted
to be a part of my life. I hadn’t seen my dad in over a year and a half, so I was super
excited when I saw him. We spent some time together and he talked to me about
some of the things I had done. He apologized for not being a good example to me and
promised to be a bigger part of my life and to work on his problem with women. I
thank God that I was able to work things out with my dad and that we’re both
working on our issues together.
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Becoming
PATCH’s first after-

care counselor has been
a real learning experience.

I’ve learned to double check
addresses after discovering that my

hotel was near the home where the family
used to live. I’ve learned that a six-hour trip

can quickly become a 12-hour trip because
of snow. However, I’ve also learned that
spending time with our graduates more
than compensates for the frustration of wrong addresses, travel delays, and being away from home.

While visiting Jill, I discovered she hadn’t registered for college because she was intimidated by the process.
Her family didn’t understand her hesitancy and weren’t helping or being supportive. When I left, she was
registered and family communication had improved. I was also able to get her connected with a mentor who
had financially supported her during her stay at PATCH.

In my visit with Matt’s parents I learned that he was no longer attending school. He was becoming
argumentative and had manipulated them into letting him stay home. I was able to help them understand
how Matt was controlling them; I encouraged them to enforce their home contract. Matt also realized he was
making some of the same choices that led to his stay at the Ranch. He was able to see that his choices were
hurting him and his family.

The highlight of every visit is spending time with kids I have grown to love. Most often we go to their
favorite restaurant and are still sitting there after everyone else has left. We laugh about tough times, catch up
on news about staff and kids, and remember how much God has done in our lives.

It can be painful to watch kids leave our care to return home to difficult circumstances. However, I am
thankful for the opportunity to work with our graduates and their families and do my part to make the
transition easier.

Making the Transition Easier

Sarah Smith
with PATCH

Graduate

Project PATCH Community Partner ID# 49001007646

Your preferred Savings Card # (Required)

Your Full Name (Please Print – Required)

Your Phone # (For identification only)

You shop for groceries. PATCH Kids benefit. Join Today!
TO JOIN ONLINE:
Go to www.albertsons.com
Click on “In The Community” then
click “Community Partners” logo link.
Once you log in, click on “Sign me up.”
BY MAIL: Fill out form at right & mail to:
Community Partners Program Headquarters
P.O. Box 193 Bethel Park, PA 15102
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Daddy’s Girl Again
Dear NancyAnne & PATCH Board & Staff,

Greetings! I thought I’d just drop you a note and thank you
and the organization for all the encouragement we have
received from you and the staff at the Ranch. Our daughter,
Kelsey, is well on the way
to recovery after one year
as a resident of Project
PATCH. We have seen
some amazing changes in
the way she thinks,
speaks, and acts. The
“desires of her heart” are
changing in a positive
direction, and for that we
are so in your debt.

One year ago at this
time, Kelsey was not even
on speaking terms with
her Dad. Now, next week, he is making a solo visit to see
her…because her desire seems to be to repair the relationship!
This will be a major step in her recovery, for it was her
negative feelings towards her father that caused a major part
of her rebellion and risky behaviors.

I enclose a poem Kelsey wrote for her father. She had no
positive memories of him when she arrived at PATCH, until
she woke up from a dream one night at the Ranch. The dream
stirred up images of when as a small child, she and her dad
used to dance in the living room to country music that they
both enjoyed! A result of the stirring of that memory was this
poem. It brings tears to our eyes every time we read it,
and we thought we would share it with you.

Also enclosed are photos of Kelsey and her
Dad. One I took at Christmas, during my most
recent visit to the ranch. It is picture postcard
beautiful, and I wanted to share this beauty
with you! It reminds me of the verse: “Now
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow”
(Psalm 51:7). In a very real sense, PATCH is
providing a cleansing process for the souls of the
boys and girls that are so wonderfully served by
a caring and loving staff.

Again, thank you…and may God richly bless
PATCH as he has so blessed us, Monica

DANCE
AGAIN
Small girl…
Barely age four,
Dancing with her Daddy
On the living room floor –
Swinging and dreaming
And laughing away,
Wishing the feeling would last all day.

Just a child
At grade school age
Singing in the car with Dad
To every country song played.

A growing adolescent
At such an awkward time,
Trying to push her Dad away
And exclude him from her secret life.

A lost teenager
Always running away,
Farther and farther every day;
Resisting the man who gave her breath,
Addicted to drugs, inviting death.

She’s ready to dance again;
She’s ready to sing out loud.
She’s ready to have a life again;
She’s not lost in the crowd.
She’s ready to live a life.
She’s scared and confused,
But she wants her Dad right by her side.

By Kelsey
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PATCH works! is published three
times yearly by Project PATCH for
alumni, board members, parents, staff,
and philanthropic supporters…

Comments are welcomed please contact
360-690-8495 or patch@projectpatch.org

Editors: Nancy Rader, NancyAnne Ward,
and Darlene Waybright

Contributors: Harlan Gephart, Chuck
Hagele, Tom Sanford, Sarah Smith,
Monica & Kelsey, one of our boys

Photos: Rosie Leon, Monica, Ranch Staff

G A R D E N VA L L E Y R A N C H

Non-Profit Org
US Postage

PAID
Ridgefield, WA
Permit No 094

VACUUMS (3) EA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$150
PANS (COMMERCIAL) EA . . . . . . . . . . .$25
ROCK CLIMBING SHOES . . . . . . . . . . .$45
HOCKEY & SOCCER GOAL NETS . . . . .$75
LIFE JACKETS EA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$60
AIR SCRUBBER FOR WOOD SHOP . . .$400
BOX CLAMPS FOR WOOD SHOP . . . . .$35
UNIVERSAL LIDS EA . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$12
FOOD CART . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200
THREE JAW PULLER (3) EA . . .$100 – 150
CHAIN SAW CHAIN (BULK) . . . . . . .$200
CHAIN FILES (ROUND & FLAT) . . . . . .$20
AIR GREASE GUN . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$200
MEAT/CHEESE SLICER . . . . . . . . . . . . .$50
VERY LARGE SOUP POT . . . . . . . . . .$200
BACKPACKING SLEEPING
BAGS (6) EA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$175
BACKPACKING STOVES (4) EA . . . . . .$45
BACKPACKING
WATER FILTERS (3) EA . . . . . . . . . . . .$90
VEHICLES IN GOOD WORKING CONDITION

GARDENING TOOLS

2404-A East Mill Plain Blvd.
Vancouver, WA 98661
www.projectpatch.org
Return service requested

G O L D E N D A L E

SPONSOR A STANDARD

SEPTIC SYSTEM

(5 NEEDED)
$4,000 EA . . . . . . $20,000

MECHANIC SHOP/
EQUIPMENT STORAGE

(40X80 POLE BLDG)
9 TRUSSES

$170 EA . . . . . . . . $1,530
26 - 16' 6X6 POLES

$90 EA . . . . . . . . . $2,340
1300 – 10' 2X6'S
$4 EA . . . . . . . . . . $5,200
2' WIDE PAINTED METAL

SIDING & ROOFING

$2.50 A FOOT . . . . $5,400

10KW GENERATOR. . . . . .

1.5 MILES OF POWER

LINES TO PROVIDE

POWER TO PROPERTY

$10 A FOOT. . . . . $79,200
($10,000 already donated)

P R O J E C T P A T C H W I S H L I S T S

PETRA INCORPORATED
General Contractors
proudly presents the

Third Annual
MATCH FOR PATCH
GOLF TOURNAMENT

June 21, 2007

SpurWing
Country Club
Meridian, Idaho

Shotgun start at 2 pm
Dinner at 8 pm

Register now at
www.projectpatch.org

Challenge yourself and

CHANGE A LIFE
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